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Community Players’ President’s Message 

Welcome to Community Players’ second production of 
the 2023-24 season, Rumors.  
 
I am sure that you will enjoy this Neil Simon classic. In 

1988, Neil Simon needed to cheer himself up. The solution 
was to write a farce that was set about 20 miles north of 
New York City. It shows a fancy dinner party gone topsy-
turvy. This is one of his most celebrated comedies.  
 
Thanks to Sherri Trader Hynes and her cast and crew for 

bring this story to life. 
 
If you have interest in being part of Community Players, 

please send me an e-mail at tomchicken@aol.com. 
 
Please enjoy today’s performance! We look forward to  

seeing you in the audience for the remaining shows of this  
season — Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike and 
Kiss Me, Kate. 
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Director’s Message 

Greetings and welcome to our second production of this  
season, Neil Simon’s comedy Rumors. His first attempt at farce, 
written in 1988, the story is set in June 1990 at the home of the 
Deputy Mayor of NYC, when four couples come to a dinner 
party.  
 
This party has it all – slamming doors, phones and door bells 

ringing, assumed identities, and gun shots. Just another night in 
the comedic mind of Neil Simon! 
 
I would like to take take this opportunity to thank everyone 

who has helped along the way to make this show a success 
and we hope you enjoy the show. 
 

Sherri Trader HynesSherri Trader HynesSherri Trader HynesSherri Trader Hynes    



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Synopsis 

Four couples arrive at a 10th wedding  
anniversary dinner party only to find the host wounded in 

bed and the hostess missing. 

Setting 

The home of NYC Deputy Mayor Charles Brock in Sneden’s 
Landing 

Act I 

An evening in June 1990 

15 minute Intermission 

Refreshments are available for sale in the lobby. 

Act II 

An hour later 



 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information call 410-546-0099  
or on the web www.SBYplayers.com 
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Who’s Who in the Cast 
Sammy Barnes (Officer Welch) returns for another production of Rumors. 

He played Glenn Cooper in the previous Players show. Sammy appeared 

recently in Singing in The Rain, Little Women, and Jesus Christ, Super-

star. He would like to dedicate this role to the memory of the original 

Officer Welch, Chris Bosies.  

Bobbie Calloway (Cookie) has been in Community Players since 1974. 

She has enjoyed being both on the stage and working back stage. Recent 

roles include Jessie In Calendar Girls and Madame Arcati in Blithe 

Spirit. She has held positions as secretary and is a member of the Board 

of Directors. 

Steve Culver (Ken Gorman) made his debut with Community Players in 

1979 as the Artful Dodger in Oliver!. In 2012 he appeared in Oliver! again, 

this time as Fagin. Other Players’ shows include The Wizard of Oz 

(Professor Marvel/The Wizard), The Foreigner (Charlie Baker), Beauty 

and the Beast (Cogsworth), Arsenic and Old Lace (Teddy Brewster), The 

Drowsy Chaperone (Man in Chair), and Leading Ladies (Doc Myers). 

Steve was most recently seen as Roscoe Dexter in Singin’ in the Rain. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Maria Demetriou (Chris) is thrilled to be performing a Neil Simon comedy. She 

has performed, directed, choreographed and costumed with Players since 2012 

when she came to the Shore with her husband of 23 years, Ted, and their son, 

Tommy. By day, Maria is known as “The Wedding Dress Doctor” because she 

performs surgery on formalwear apparel. Although you will find her most days at 

Downtown Bridal, Maria is evolving her career into teaching bridal shop owners 

how to create a 5-star Platinum Experience from start to finish and foster seam-

stresses into a promising career. Learn more at weddingdressdoctor.com. 

Ted Demetriou (Ernie Cusack) is pleased to be returning to the stage with the 

Players. He appeared as the evil Bill Sykes in Oliver! and as Vernon Gersch in 

They’re Playing Our Song. He also directed Something’s Afoot. He is a 30-year 

veteran of other community theatre companies, having played such roles as Capt. 

Von Trapp (Sound of Music), Prof. Henry Higgins (My Fair Lady), Prof. Harold 

Hill (Music Man), Frank Butler (Annie Get Your Gun) and many others. His  

favorite is the role of Sky Masterson in Guys and Dolls where he met his wife 

Maria. Ted is an insurance executive with over 40 years’ experience. Lastly, Ted 

would like to thank God for all the blessings He has bestowed upon us and for 

the love given to him by Maria, his four wonderful children, and his six beautiful 

grandchildren. 

Who’s Who in the Cast (continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who in the Cast (continued) 

Devin La Femina (Cassie) is so excited to be on stage with Players again! She 

has appeared as Lina Lamont in Singin in the Rain, Stella in A Streetcar 

Named Desire, Audrey in Leading Ladies, and many more. When not on 

stage, she is usually being a servant to her three cats, Sid, Nook and Scout, 

who she's sure would be here if they could be. Devin would also like the a 

udience to know that if she looks extra happy on stage during the production, 

it's because she just got married this past October to the most amazing man, 

Justin, and she would like to thank him for all his support. She would also like 

to thank Michelle, Paige and Chloe. “I know ya'll are out there. I love you!”  

Mike Murphy (Lenny) is excited to be performing in another show with the 

Community Players and hopes the audience enjoys Rumors as much as he 

has. He performed in Leading Ladies, Noises Off, Calendar Girls, The  

Dining Room, Death of a Salesman, South Pacific, Edgar Allan Poe: The 

Dark Side, Mark Twain: His Wit and Wisdom and Paths to Freedom. Mike 

is also a member of the Delmarva Radio Theater Repertory, a group that 

produces radio dramas for Delmarva Public Radio. As always, he is thank-

ful to his family for their support and his partners for allowing him to take 

time off for rehearsal and productions. 

Heather Oland (Claire Ganz) is appearing in her fifth show with Players. 

She previously appeared in Crimes of the Heart (Chick), Senior Follies 

(Bernice), Noises Off (Belinda), and A Streetcar Named Desire (Eunice). 

Past performances with other companies include On Golden Pond 

(Chelsea), Desire Under the Elms (Abbie), Noises Off (Brooke), and Come 

Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean (Mona) at Church 

Hill Theater; A Delicate Balance (Julia) at the Garfield Center for the Arts 

in Chestertown; and A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Helena) with the Shore 

Shakespeare Company. Heather is a certified Spanish to English translator 

and enjoys walking dogs at the Humane Society in her free time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who in the Cast (continued) 
Jacob Plummer (Glenn) is a teaching artist currently researching the 

application of mindfulness practices within performing arts traditions, 

particularly in Stanislavsky and Michael Chekhov schools of acting 

training. He holds an MBA and MFA in Theatre Management from 

California State University: Long Beach and a BA in Theatre Education: 

Acting from Emerson College. He currently teaches theater at Cam-

bridge-South Dorchester High School, where he emphasizes develop-

ing and producing the work of student playwrights. He is thrilled to be 

joining Community Players for this production of Rumors. 

Charlie Szentesi-Thomas (Officer Pudney, Stage Manager) has been acting 

since 2006 and became involved with Community Players in 2012. Favorite 

roles include A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas (Carrie Ingalls), Snow 

White (Magic Mirror), Blithe Spirit (Edith), Fiddler on the Roof (Fruma-

Sarah), and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (Childcatcher). In 2023, Charlie was 

involved with Leading Ladies (Dresser/Stage Crew), Crimes of the Heart 

(Assistant Stage Manager), and Singin’ in the Rain (Assistant 3/Ensemble). 

Charlie was most recently seen performing “The Masque of the Red Death” 

in Edgar Allan Poe: His Tales of Horror.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who Behind the Scenes 
Sherri Trader Hynes (Director) literally grew up in Players’ build-

ings and has been involved with the Community Players for over 45 

years in virtually every capacity. She was last seen on stage in The 

Addams Family, Mousetrap, and Rumors. She has had many leading 

roles including Irene Molloy in Hello Dolly, Maria in The Sound of 

Music, Nancy in Oliver! (1995), The King and I, Blithe Spirit (1991), 

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, and You Can’t Take it With You 

for Community Players. In addition, she had leading roles as Bloody 

Mary in South Pacific and Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady. Her  

directing credits include her favorite show Jekyll and Hyde, Blithe 

Spirit, Fiddler on the Roof, Oliver, Oklahoma, Bye Bye Birdie, Annie, 

The Wizard of Oz, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Charley’s 

Aunt, and Godspell for Community Players. She dedicates this and 

every performance in memory of her parents, Leon and Anna Lee 

Trader, and step-father Alfred Huffer.  

Rusty Mumford (Assistant Director) has been a member of Community 

Players for over 35 years, having held every office in the organiza-

tion (except Treasurer) and having taken part in almost every show, 

on stage or backstage. He has directed numerous productions for 

Players, the first being The Odd Couple (Female Version) in 1991 

and, most recently Singin’ in the Rain last season. On stage, Rusty 

has appeared in many productions, including his favorites Jekyll & 

Hyde (Lord Reginald Kensington), Rumors (Ken), Harvey (Elwood 

P. Dowd), Social Security (David Kahn), and Christmas Carol 

(Scrooge/Dickens). He gives love to his family, especially Becky 

(and the other two P’s), and Joanne! Thanks for believing in me! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who Behind the Scenes (Cont.) 
Ken Johnson (Set Design/Construction) teaches Musical Theatre for 

Wicomico County Schools and can’t think of a better way to spend his days 

than with the multi-talented students in his classes. He began his “career” 

with Players almost 40 years ago, running a follow spot for Don’t Drink the 

Water, and we haven’t been able to get rid of him since! Bert in Mary Pop-

pins and Lumière in Beauty & the Beast are two of his favorite roles out of 

scores. Ken has directed several productions for Players, most recently  

Addams Family, Into the Woods, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Matilda, and 

Noises Off. Ken has also designed and built the sets and/or lighting for over 

50 Players’ productions. He’d like to thank Yoshi and his friends at Players 

for allowing him to continue this “hobby”. 

David Allen (Sound) has been a member of Community Players since the 

fall of 1993. Over the years, he has been involved as board member, vice 

president, president, stage manager, as well as helping with set building, 

lighting, sound, special effects, ticket sales, and the man in a boat during 

the tornado in The Wizard of Oz (Players). David also has devoted time to 

local community arts productions and events with the Magi Fund, Salisbury 

Wicomico Arts Council, and Eastern Shore Ballet Theatre, among other. He 

finds himself more comfortable either behind the scenes or in the Booth.  

Lynne Bratten (Costumes) has created and coordinated costumes for Players 

since 1984. Recent productions include Street Car Named Desire, Matilda, 

South Pacific, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Drowsy Chaperone, Into the 

Woods, Calendar Girls, Beauty and the Beast, Mary Poppins, Moon over 

Buffalo, Addams Family, Fiddler on the Roof, Blithe Spirit, The Man Who 

Came to Dinner and Jesus Christ Superstar.   
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Community Players’ President’s Message 

Welcome to Community Players’ second production of 
the 2023-24 season, Rumors.  
 
I am sure that you will enjoy this Neil Simon classic. In 

1988, Neil Simon needed to cheer himself up. The solution 
was to write a farce that was set about 20 miles north of 
New York City. It shows a fancy dinner party gone topsy-
turvy. This is one of his most celebrated comedies.  
 
Thanks to Sherri Trader Hynes and her cast and crew for 

bring this story to life. 
 
If you have interest in being part of Community Players, 

please send me an e-mail at tomchicken@aol.com. 
 
Please enjoy today’s performance! We look forward to  

seeing you in the audience for the remaining shows of this  
season — Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike and 
Kiss Me, Kate. 
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Director’s Message 

Greetings and welcome to our second production of this  
season, Neil Simon’s comedy Rumors. His first attempt at farce, 
written in 1988, the story is set in June 1990 at the home of the 
Deputy Mayor of NYC, when four couples come to a dinner 
party.  
 
This party has it all – slamming doors, phones and door bells 

ringing, assumed identities, and gun shots. Just another night in 
the comedic mind of Neil Simon! 
 
I would like to take take this opportunity to thank everyone 

who has helped along the way to make this show a success 
and we hope you enjoy the show. 
 

Sherri Trader HynesSherri Trader HynesSherri Trader HynesSherri Trader Hynes    



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Synopsis 

Four couples arrive at a 10th wedding  
anniversary dinner party only to find the host wounded in 

bed and the hostess missing. 

Setting 

The home of NYC Deputy Mayor Charles Brock in Sneden’s 
Landing 

Act I 

An evening in June 1990 

15 minute Intermission 

Refreshments are available for sale in the lobby. 

Act II 

An hour later 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Please turn all cell phones off or to vibrate.  
The use of devices with lighted screens,  

including texting, is prohibited. 

Video or audio recording of this  

production is strictly prohibited.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information call 410-546-0099  
or on the web www.SBYplayers.com 
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Who’s Who Behind the Scenes (Cont.) 
Ken Johnson (Set Design/Construction) teaches Musical Theatre for 

Wicomico County Schools and can’t think of a better way to spend his days 

than with the multi-talented students in his classes. He began his “career” 

with Players almost 40 years ago, running a follow spot for Don’t Drink the 

Water, and we haven’t been able to get rid of him since! Bert in Mary Pop-

pins and Lumière in Beauty & the Beast are two of his favorite roles out of 

scores. Ken has directed several productions for Players, most recently  

Addams Family, Into the Woods, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Matilda, and 

Noises Off. Ken has also designed and built the sets and/or lighting for over 

50 Players’ productions. He’d like to thank Yoshi and his friends at Players 

for allowing him to continue this “hobby”. 

David Allen (Sound) has been a member of Community Players since the 

fall of 1993. Over the years, he has been involved as board member, vice 

president, president, stage manager, as well as helping with set building, 

lighting, sound, special effects, ticket sales, and the man in a boat during 

the tornado in The Wizard of Oz (Players). David also has devoted time to 

local community arts productions and events with the Magi Fund, Salisbury 

Wicomico Arts Council, and Eastern Shore Ballet Theatre, among other. He 

finds himself more comfortable either behind the scenes or in the Booth.  

Lynne Bratten (Costumes) has created and coordinated costumes for Players 

since 1984. Recent productions include Street Car Named Desire, Matilda, 

South Pacific, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Drowsy Chaperone, Into the 

Woods, Calendar Girls, Beauty and the Beast, Mary Poppins, Moon over 

Buffalo, Addams Family, Fiddler on the Roof, Blithe Spirit, The Man Who 

Came to Dinner and Jesus Christ Superstar.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who in the Cast 
Sammy Barnes (Officer Welch) returns for another production of Rumors. 

He played Glenn Cooper in the previous Players show. Sammy appeared 

recently in Singing in The Rain, Little Women, and Jesus Christ, Super-

star. He would like to dedicate this role to the memory of the original 

Officer Welch, Chris Bosies.  

Bobbie Calloway (Cookie) has been in Community Players since 1974. 

She has enjoyed being both on the stage and working back stage. Recent 

roles include Jessie In Calendar Girls and Madame Arcati in Blithe 

Spirit. She has held positions as secretary and is a member of the Board 

of Directors. 

Steve Culver (Ken Gorman) made his debut with Community Players in 

1979 as the Artful Dodger in Oliver!. In 2012 he appeared in Oliver! again, 

this time as Fagin. Other Players’ shows include The Wizard of Oz 

(Professor Marvel/The Wizard), The Foreigner (Charlie Baker), Beauty 

and the Beast (Cogsworth), Arsenic and Old Lace (Teddy Brewster), The 

Drowsy Chaperone (Man in Chair), and Leading Ladies (Doc Myers). 

Steve was most recently seen as Roscoe Dexter in Singin’ in the Rain. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who Behind the Scenes 
Sherri Trader Hynes (Director) literally grew up in Players’ build-

ings and has been involved with the Community Players for over 45 

years in virtually every capacity. She was last seen on stage in The 

Addams Family, Mousetrap, and Rumors. She has had many leading 

roles including Irene Molloy in Hello Dolly, Maria in The Sound of 

Music, Nancy in Oliver! (1995), The King and I, Blithe Spirit (1991), 

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, and You Can’t Take it With You 

for Community Players. In addition, she had leading roles as Bloody 

Mary in South Pacific and Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady. Her  

directing credits include her favorite show Jekyll and Hyde, Blithe 

Spirit, Fiddler on the Roof, Oliver, Oklahoma, Bye Bye Birdie, Annie, 

The Wizard of Oz, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Charley’s 

Aunt, and Godspell for Community Players. She dedicates this and 

every performance in memory of her parents, Leon and Anna Lee 

Trader, and step-father Alfred Huffer.  

Rusty Mumford (Assistant Director) has been a member of Community 

Players for over 35 years, having held every office in the organiza-

tion (except Treasurer) and having taken part in almost every show, 

on stage or backstage. He has directed numerous productions for 

Players, the first being The Odd Couple (Female Version) in 1991 

and, most recently Singin’ in the Rain last season. On stage, Rusty 

has appeared in many productions, including his favorites Jekyll & 

Hyde (Lord Reginald Kensington), Rumors (Ken), Harvey (Elwood 

P. Dowd), Social Security (David Kahn), and Christmas Carol 

(Scrooge/Dickens). He gives love to his family, especially Becky 

(and the other two P’s), and Joanne! Thanks for believing in me! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Maria Demetriou (Chris) is thrilled to be performing a Neil Simon comedy. She 

has performed, directed, choreographed and costumed with Players since 2012 

when she came to the Shore with her husband of 23 years, Ted, and their son, 

Tommy. By day, Maria is known as “The Wedding Dress Doctor” because she 

performs surgery on formalwear apparel. Although you will find her most days at 

Downtown Bridal, Maria is evolving her career into teaching bridal shop owners 

how to create a 5-star Platinum Experience from start to finish and foster seam-

stresses into a promising career. Learn more at weddingdressdoctor.com. 

Ted Demetriou (Ernie Cusack) is pleased to be returning to the stage with the 

Players. He appeared as the evil Bill Sykes in Oliver! and as Vernon Gersch in 

They’re Playing Our Song. He also directed Something’s Afoot. He is a 30-year 

veteran of other community theatre companies, having played such roles as Capt. 

Von Trapp (Sound of Music), Prof. Henry Higgins (My Fair Lady), Prof. Harold 

Hill (Music Man), Frank Butler (Annie Get Your Gun) and many others. His  

favorite is the role of Sky Masterson in Guys and Dolls where he met his wife 

Maria. Ted is an insurance executive with over 40 years’ experience. Lastly, Ted 

would like to thank God for all the blessings He has bestowed upon us and for 

the love given to him by Maria, his four wonderful children, and his six beautiful 

grandchildren. 

Who’s Who in the Cast (continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who in the Cast (continued) 
Jacob Plummer (Glenn) is a teaching artist currently researching the 

application of mindfulness practices within performing arts traditions, 

particularly in Stanislavsky and Michael Chekhov schools of acting 

training. He holds an MBA and MFA in Theatre Management from 

California State University: Long Beach and a BA in Theatre Education: 

Acting from Emerson College. He currently teaches theater at Cam-

bridge-South Dorchester High School, where he emphasizes develop-

ing and producing the work of student playwrights. He is thrilled to be 

joining Community Players for this production of Rumors. 

Charlie Szentesi-Thomas (Officer Pudney, Stage Manager) has been acting 

since 2006 and became involved with Community Players in 2012. Favorite 

roles include A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas (Carrie Ingalls), Snow 

White (Magic Mirror), Blithe Spirit (Edith), Fiddler on the Roof (Fruma-

Sarah), and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (Childcatcher). In 2023, Charlie was 

involved with Leading Ladies (Dresser/Stage Crew), Crimes of the Heart 

(Assistant Stage Manager), and Singin’ in the Rain (Assistant 3/Ensemble). 

Charlie was most recently seen performing “The Masque of the Red Death” 

in Edgar Allan Poe: His Tales of Horror.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Who’s Who in the Cast (continued) 

Devin La Femina (Cassie) is so excited to be on stage with Players again! She 

has appeared as Lina Lamont in Singin in the Rain, Stella in A Streetcar 

Named Desire, Audrey in Leading Ladies, and many more. When not on 

stage, she is usually being a servant to her three cats, Sid, Nook and Scout, 

who she's sure would be here if they could be. Devin would also like the a 

udience to know that if she looks extra happy on stage during the production, 

it's because she just got married this past October to the most amazing man, 

Justin, and she would like to thank him for all his support. She would also like 

to thank Michelle, Paige and Chloe. “I know ya'll are out there. I love you!”  

Mike Murphy (Lenny) is excited to be performing in another show with the 

Community Players and hopes the audience enjoys Rumors as much as he 

has. He performed in Leading Ladies, Noises Off, Calendar Girls, The  

Dining Room, Death of a Salesman, South Pacific, Edgar Allan Poe: The 

Dark Side, Mark Twain: His Wit and Wisdom and Paths to Freedom. Mike 

is also a member of the Delmarva Radio Theater Repertory, a group that 

produces radio dramas for Delmarva Public Radio. As always, he is thank-

ful to his family for their support and his partners for allowing him to take 

time off for rehearsal and productions. 

Heather Oland (Claire Ganz) is appearing in her fifth show with Players. 

She previously appeared in Crimes of the Heart (Chick), Senior Follies 

(Bernice), Noises Off (Belinda), and A Streetcar Named Desire (Eunice). 

Past performances with other companies include On Golden Pond 

(Chelsea), Desire Under the Elms (Abbie), Noises Off (Brooke), and Come 

Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean (Mona) at Church 

Hill Theater; A Delicate Balance (Julia) at the Garfield Center for the Arts 

in Chestertown; and A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Helena) with the Shore 

Shakespeare Company. Heather is a certified Spanish to English translator 

and enjoys walking dogs at the Humane Society in her free time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Find our office at the corner of Snow Hill Road 
and Beaglin Park Drive in Salisbury 
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Please turn all cell phones off or to vibrate.  
The use of devices with lighted screens,  

including texting, is prohibited. 

Video or audio recording of this  

production is strictly prohibited.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Find our office at the corner of Snow Hill Road 
and Beaglin Park Drive in Salisbury 

 

 


